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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FIRECRACKERS AREN’T JUST FOR JULY:  THE TRADITIONS AND CELEBRATIONS OF CHINESE LUNAR NEW YEAR REVEALED

Discover Fun Ways to Celebrate the 2005 Lunar New Year on Wednesday, February 9th

NEW YORK, NY – January 14, 2005 – So you’ve heard Lunar New Year is coming up… but you have no idea how one celebrates or what it all means.  Not to worry, the Explore Chinatown team has the answers for everything and anything Lunar New Year and presents this ultimate resource for celebrating the “Year of the Rooster” on February 9, 2005.  For more information on Lunar New Year activities, please visit www.ExploreChinatown.com or call 212-484-1263.

First things first… get to a firecracker ceremony on the Lunar New Year.  Chinese legend says that a man-eating dragon, named Nian, came out to eat people on New Years.  He was driven away by villagers using loud noises, fire and red objects (Nian feared this color).  Every Lunar New Year, the dragon returns.  To avoid getting eaten alive, make sure to be in attendance of a firecracker detonation (details below) and witness the loud noises scare off the dragon!  And if you can’t be at a live show, make sure to purchase a decorative firecracker display (lighting real ones yourself is dangerous and not recommended).  They range in price from $12.00 to $30.000 and are available at Fu Won Corporation, 36 Pell Street.

The use of lanterns is also meant to scare off the dragon.  Legend has it that the lanterns provided fire to keep the dragon away and the light kept the villagers safe.  You too will need one to protect yourself.  They come in many shapes, sizes and prices.  For an interesting selection, visit Asian Mall, 118-122 Baxter Street.   

During Lunar New Year, everything is red.  The color red is used to ward off evil (including the man-eating dragon) and bring good fortune.  Hanging red velvet scrolls emblazed with gold tone letters is a popular way to do this and wish good luck to all.  They come in many sizes with a variety of symbols and good wishes.  Prices range from $10.00 - $15.00 and can be found at Chung Wah Gift Shop, 11 Mott Street.
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Other traditions for Lunar New Year are based on homonyms, which means using the sound of the Chinese character and applying that meaning to similar sounding words.  For example, the Chinese word for “upside down” is “dao” which sounds the same as the Chinese word for “to arrive.”  During Lunar New Year, red squares of paper with gold characters for “good fortune,|” “wealth,” “longevity,” and “happiness” are often hung “upside down” to encourage good fortune’s “arrival.”  These red squares cost no more than $2.00 and are available at Ting’s Gift Shop, 18 Doyers Street.

One of the most popular traditions and a favorite among young children is the giving of “Hong Bao,” or red envelopes containing lucky money.  It is believed that if you “feed” a dragon or lion a lucky red envelope, you will have good fortune.  (A pat to the head of one never hurt, either).  These red envelopes are usually rectangular, but recently square ones have become very fashionable.  Walk down any street in Chinatown NYC and you will find dozens of styles to choose from.      

All of these traditional items can also be found online at www.GWCity.com, or at these other locations in Chinatown:

- Great Wall City, 277 Canal Street, 2nd & 3rd Floor

- C/J Gifts, 234-238 Canal Street #107

-  Hunco International, 185 Centre Street

- New Crown, 57-59 Mott Street

- Ruby Ho International Trading, 24 Mott Street 

Do’s and Don’ts of Lunar New Year

In addition to the many traditions, celebrations and decorations, Lunar New Year is loaded with do’s and don’ts.  Here are a few:
· Clean the house before New Year’s Day.  No cleaning on New Year’s because good fortune will be swept away

· Open doors and windows at midnight to let out the old year

· Pay all debts and do not give any loans on New Year’s Day

· No foul language or bad/unlucky words

· No talk of death or dying

· No disciplining children on New Year’s Day because if you cry on this day, you will cry all year

· Do not wash your hair on New Year’s Day because you will wash away good luck

· Avoid references to the last year because you have to look at new beginnings and the new year

· Do not use knives or scissors on New Year’s Day because it will cut off good fortune

· It is very unlucky to greet anyone in their bedroom on New Year’s Day, so don’t do it!
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The following are highlights of Lunar New Year events and celebrations in Chinatown New York City: 

· Chinatown Lunar New Year Flower Market – February 5-6 - In Chinese communities around the world, going to the market to purchase flowers is a popular way of ushering in the Lunar New Year. Participate in this time-honored tradition with the Museum of Chinese in the Americas (MoCA) and the United East Athletics Association’s (UEAA) Second Annual Chinatown Lunar New Year Flower Market. The flower market opens Saturday, February 5, 2005, from 10:00 am – 8:00 pm; and Sunday, February 6, 2005, from 10:00 am – 5:00 pm. The market will be situated at the Roosevelt Park at Grand and Chrystie Streets (take B or D train to Grand St.).  For more information please call MoCA at 212-619-4785 or visit www.moca-nyc.org.

· Chinatown Lunar New Year Firecracker Ceremony – February 9 – Two Firecracker detonations, with expected attendance by local politicians and community leaders, will take place in Chinatown on Wednesday, February 9th to ward off evil spirits for the new year.  One will be at Mott Street and Bayard Street at 12:00 pm; and the other at Market Street and East Broadway at 2:00 pm. From 11:00 am to 5:00 pm, at both intersections, stages will feature all-day cultural performances by traditional and contemporary Asian-American singers and dancers. In addition to that, a dozen lion, dragon and unicorn dance troupes will march through Chinatown’s main streets, including Mott Street, the Bowery, East Broadway, Bayard Street, Elizabeth Street and Pell Street.  
· 6th Annual Chinatown Lunar New Year Parade & Festival – February 13 – The parade and festival takes place Sunday, February 13, 2005, from 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm. The spectacle features elaborate floats, marching bands, lion and dragon dances galore, Asian musicians, magicians, acrobats and procession by local organizations. Over 5,000 people are expected to march in the parade, which will start at Mott Street and proceed through practically every street in of Chinatown, finally dispersing at Worth Street. The parade is expected to conclude at 3:00 pm, at which time an outdoor cultural festival will take place on Bayard Street featuring more performances by musicians, dancers and martial artists.  This event, as well as the February 9th Firecracker Ceremony, is organized by the Better Chinatown Society and sponsored by the Lower Manhattan Development Corp, the September 11th Fund, the U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development, WABC-TV, The New York Post, Bank of America, CenterCare and Affinity Health Plan.
· Authentic New Years Feasts at Chinatown restaurants – Throughout the month of February, restaurants will offer special Lunar New Year multi-course banquets to celebrate the holiday, such as the Oriental Garden (14 Elizabeth Street, Phone: 212-619-0085), which is offering four special banquet menus ranging in price from $298 - $498 for up to ten people.  The $498 Special Banquet Menu features stir-fried conch and jumbo shrimp with fried bean curd; braised abalone; boiled lobster in broth; roasted squab; and steamed whole fish with soy sauce.  The Golden Unicorn is offering a      special dinner menu for the Lunar New Year priced at $28 per person (including tax and gratuities) with options ranging from a two- to a ten-person dinner.  Menu items include the shredded duck with rainbow vegetable; Peking roasted duck; and the fried grouper cubes with corn sauce. For a complete list of restaurants offering special menus, please visit www.ExploreChinatown.com. 

About Chinatown New York City
Located on the east side of Lower Manhattan, Chinatown New York City is the largest in the United States. The neighborhood has been growing steadily since the mid-1800s, and today stands as a vibrant community offering the opportunity to enjoy and explore Asian-American culture. Chinatown New York City is easily accessible via many New York City MTA subways and buses, as well as several convenient area parking garages. For more information, visit www.ExploreChinatown.com.  

Note to editors: NYC & Company, the city's official tourism marketing organization, is a private, membership-based non-profit dedicated to building New York City's economy and positive image through tourism and convention development, major events and the marketing of the city on a worldwide basis.
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